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LETTERS FROM ACHILL ISLAND. 
[From a ConTEmPorary]. 
No. I. A Contrast. 


Karty last year there was advertised profusely in English 
newspapers, and at Irish railway stations, an estate in Achill 
Island for sale by auction. Some would-be clever newspaper 
writers got hold of this advertisement, and partly in joke, 
and partly from political spite, made fun of the bargain 
that was offered ; laughed at the notion of any English 
capitalist putting his money into a wild bog in the far West, 
and pictured the perils of the purchasing landlord of being 
popped at like one of his own snipe from behind a dyke, by 
the man-slaying tenantry of that barbarouscountry. These 
pleasantries had the effect of warning off bidders, and of thus 
Increasing the good fortune of the English lady (Mrs Mac- 
donnell) into whose hand the estate fell for the capital sum 
of £630, with some temporary charge, I believe, for head 
rent. For this modest outlay the lady became the freehold 
possessor of some 3,000 acres of land—much of it, it is true, 
wild mountain and bog, but comprising also a number of small 
arable farms, of low lyingand comparatively fertile land, with 
a cosy home farm and substantial stone house, large yard and 
stabling, garden and small plantation. From every window 
in the house is a glorious view of sea and mountain ; the 
graceful pointed hill of Slievemore is close by ; therearetwo 
fresh-water lakes, inhabited by white trout, and visited by 
wild duck, teale, and snipe ; and thereis a large grassy sand- 
bank full of rabbits. Ifthe aforementioned newspaper 
writers could enjoy the hospitality of this good lady, as the 
present writer did a few weeks ago, they would admire her 
ei and envy her luck. And they would find that so far 
rom her being in any danger from the violence of a discon- 
tented tenantry, she has the happiest relations with them 
all, is served with devotion and affection by everyone about 
her, and has the goodwill and respect of all the population of 
the island. And why? Because her first act was to adjust 
the old impossible rents to the rent-earning capacity of the 
tenants. She erected a Court of Arbitration and acquiesced 
in its decision to cut down the rents to the Government 
valuation. In other words, she gave abatements of 75 per 
cent. as well as the privileges of free grazing and free tur- 
bary. She treated her tenantry with generous consideration, 
and the result is that she is a queen in the island, and there 
is nothing the people would not do for her. 
But the Valley estate of this good lady is only a very 
small portion of the territory of Achill. The two principal 
properties are owned by Major Pike, an officer living in 
India, and by the Achill Mission, a proselytising agency 
which went to Achill some fifty years ago with the ostensible 
purpose of converting its Papist population to the Protestant 
faith. How far it has succeeded in this questionable enter- 
prise shall be told later. But firsta few words about the 
estate of Major Pike. The Indian Major bought the 
property in 1852, and soon put up the rents from £300 to 
£1,700, of which amount—what with Land Court reductions 
and voluntary abatements—he is not receiving more than 
half. The estate covers about one-third of the area of the 
whole island, or some 15,000 acres. It is for the most part 
wretchedly poor land. Not long since it wasall rough stony 
and heathery mountain and black bog, but the 300 
families or so whom the Major graciously allows to live 
upon it have by patient industry converted certain of the 
lower and more sheltered parts into little tillage farms, 
on which they are now busy gathering a passably good har- 
vest of oats and rye and potatoes. Little villages of poor 
thatched cabins are clustered here and there, and if let alone 
and treated with the consideration that Mrs. Macdonnell 
has shewn to her tenants, the poor creatures who inhabit 
them would bravely battle with the hard conditions of their 
lot. They are a simple, virtuous, God-fearing people, and in 
the midst of their poverty and hardships they would live 
contented and useful and even happy lives. But they are 
harrassed by their landlord—or more correctly by his agent, 
a hard, unfeeling Westport attorney, a mere rent-collecting 
machine, who is fed by the commission he deducts from the 
rents. Processes and decrees, summonses and ejectments, 
are the bane and terror of these poor people’s existence, 
Only the other day, towards the end of August, a huge 
force of policeand Emergency bailiffs descended on two of these 
peaceful villages and hurled a dozen miserable families and all 
their littlechattels out of their cabin homes. Not content with 
this act of “ law and order,” they threw down the houses 


and levelled them with the ground, and a sorrier spectacle | 


than this of shattered happiness it would be hard to“find. 
The rude homes of extreme ‘poverty, ‘every stone of which 
had been put together by the shivering and weeping crea- 
tures who looked on, and in which tal love and filial 
virtue had flourished as few plants flourish in this ‘lone isle 
of the west, battered, tumbled, and destroyed! They-would 
otherwise have crept back, no doubt, to their pty cabins 
when “only the starsof heaven were ing ;”. and so, 
though even “the foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air their nests,” these human vermin should not have a place 
where to lay their head. If all the arrears and all the costs 
were forthcoming as a result of this cruelty there might be 
some faint excuse for it, though they would not all together 
pay a quarter of the cost of turning the poor creatures into 
the ditch and destroying their little property. But not a 
nny of it will be forthcoming, and no one will be 
ound to put a spade in the little deserted farms. Let no 
one suppose that the ejected tenants were able to pay 
if they liked, which is the favourite belief of uninformed 
Unionist speakersat home. I give it on the authority of 
the one man in Achill who knows every man, woman, and 
child in it, and all their affairs, that there is notin the wide 
world a rent-paying population equal to the Achill islanders. 
They will lie awake at nights to devise ways and means, they 
will deprive themselves of every comfort, will starve them- 
selves, will borrow of neighbour or priest, will beg for credit 
at the shop, will do anything but steal, in'order to meet, or 
try to meet, the landlord’s demands. Well, the poor out- 
casts have been taken in by their neighbours, and, just as 
the busy bee sets about repairing his cell the moment it is 
broken, they are already rebuilding their houses on neigh- 
bours’ land (though the bailiff is trying to frighten them by 
telling them they dare not put on the roof), and the only 
hope for them is that they will drag on somehow till the 
rising wrath of the British nation makes short work of bad 


landlords. 
(To be continued. ) 


TRIAL OF FATHER McFADDEN, 
To THE Epitor oF “' THE WoMEN’s GazeETTE.” 

Dear Madam,—I rejoice to see that you have called 
attention to the urgent need of English visitors to act asa 
protection to Father McFadden in his approaching trial, 
and hope that your appeal will be bravely responded to by 
those who have the time and means necessary at their 
disposal. 

The moral support and comfort given by the presence 
and sympathy of their English friends to the suffering 
Irish has been so signally exemplified in the case of the last 
deputation that I trust the good work may be steadily 
pursued till the happy result of their freedom from their 
present thraldom may ere long be accomplished. If each 
make it a personal matter to do his or her part the English 
nation will be stimulated to relieve her oppressed sister 
from the weary suspense and patient suffering of so many 
years. Only those who have witnessed the cruel and insult- 
ing treatment which is daily endured by the poor Irish, 
who are so utterly in the power of the present t ical 
Government, can realize to the full the extent and depth of 
their suffering. : 

Yours truly, 
5 Ciara Simpson. 
5, Postern Street, Nottingham, 


WE are informed, says the St. James’ Gazette, on most unreli- 
able authority, that Mr. John Burns has placed himself at the 
head of the school strike, and that the following demands 
will be shortly formulated by the Strike Committee :— 

1. The school-day to consist of six hours’ play, with not 
more than two intervals of half an hour each for work. 

2. Only regular verbs to be employed in the Greek 
exercises. All ‘“ blackleg” verbs to be declined, not 
conjugated. 

3. The a Se of Euclid not to be entertained. 

4. All quadratic equations must be allowed to “come out” 
with “ rational radicals.” 

5. No distinction of sex to be tolerated in French nouns, 

6. The hearing of German cases to be adjourned sine die, 

7. All home-lessons to be done during school-hours. 

8. In answering questions on history, the same freedom 
to be allowed as is granted to professed historians; and the 
number of dates in any given century not to exceed ten. 

9. The right of “striking” to be restricted to pupils, 
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COERCION IN TIPPERARY. 


TIPPERARY is in a state of siege. The Freeman's Journal 
thus described it last week :— 

To any person coming to Tipperary who has not followed 
the course of the struggle which the town and rural tenants 
of the Smith-Barry estate in this district are making on 
behalf of their brethren on the Ponsonby estate down at 
Youghal, the condition of this town is such as certainly to 
give rise to a feeling of absoluteamazement. Even one who 
has followed the course of the struggle and who knows some- 
thing of Tipperary may well be surprised. Leaving the 
railway station and proceeding in the direction of the town, 
the first thing to attract the attention of the visitor is a 
group of four or five policemen, some in plain clothes and 
others in uniform, armed with rifles, lounging against the 
wall of a corner shop. Looking acrossthe street a second 
group of policemen may be seen lounging against the windows 
of another corner shop similarly armed. Looking to the left 
some more armed policemen may be seen pacing up and down 
in front of acouple of shops, and turning to the right one can see 
allalongafine, spacious, and well built street more groups of 
policemen standing at thecorners of lanes leading tothestreet 
orshelt2ring themselves froma shower of rain under the pro- 
tection of a hall door, or the deeply recessed windows of an 
extensive warehouse. If at a hallway in the street a person 
sees in the distance the muzzles of a couple of rifles protrud- 
ing into the street and a cloud of tobacco-smoke also issuing 
therefrom, it is safe to conclude that behindthe muzzles of 
the rifles and the cloud of tobacco-smoke are two policemen. 
Apparently here the policeman may relieve the monotony of 
an existence which compels him to stand for hours together 
at a street corner, unnoticed and unspoken to, by indulging 
in a smoke of his “clay” when he thinks he may require it 
At all of the houses at which the constables are stationed 
broken windows are to be seen, and all the windows are in 
this condition now for nearly a month. No tradesman can 
be found to do the necessary glazing work. Ifa person 
asks his way to a street it is ten chances to one that the 
person of whom the inquiry is made is one of the “ plain 
clothes” constables, who are now to be met with here in 
Tipperaryatevery turn. This was the condition of Tipperary 
for several hours during the forenoon and afternoon. This 
evening the aspect of the town was even more extraordinary. 

To-day Messrs Melden and Bruen convicted five persons 
ofrioting. With one exception all of them were young fellows 
of ages varying from about 15 to 20. Four of them got 
three months with hard labour and one six weeks. One 
evening three or four of them were being conveyed from the 
police barrack to the railway station. On their way to 
Clonmel Gaol, as an escort, these three or four boys had a 
force of fifty constables, commanded by two district inspectors. 
At each of the street corners through which the boys and 
their escort passed there were ten or twelve constables fully 
armed. At the road leading tothe station a cordon of police 
were drawn across to prevent sympathisers accompanying 
the boys to the railway. Atthe station itself a dozen con- 
stables took possession of the door leading to the platform, 
and allowed only those whom they thought fit to pass. A 
clerk belonging to the station came in and he was at once 
seized, and when he exerted himself to go about his business 
on his own premises he was roughly handled by one of the rawest 
of raw recruits, who had for the time constituted himself station- 
master. On the platform there were fifty constables. A 
half dozen were A placed on the opposite side of the 
station, and along the line itself were more police. A few 
women managed somehow to get on the platform, but their 
presence and demeanour were considered threatening and for- 
midable, and they were at once removed. One young con- 
stable distinguished himself by striking a young girl, whose 
only offence was the freedom with which she used her 
tongue. Mr. John Cullinan, who happened to be present, 
saw the station-master, and protested against the manner in 
which the people were being turned off the platform by per- 
sons who had no authority in the matter. The station- 
master protested that he was powerless, that the police had 
taken possession of the place, and that he could not help 
what they did. As the train moved off, the three or four 
young criminals, all well-dressed and intelligent-looking boy 
who called forth this extraordinary force in order that they 
might i safely lodged in Clonmel Gaol, sang ‘“ God save 
Ireland.” 


IRELAND. 


Mr. Parwett has addressed the following letter to Mr. 
Sexton, M.P., Lord Mayor of Dublin, with regard to the 
formation of the new Tenants’ League :— 

“ Trish Parliamentary Offices, London, 
‘“ My dear Lord Mayor, “ Oct. 4th, 1889. 

“‘ Considerations regarding my health prevent me from 
crossing to Ireland for the opening of the new tenants’ or- 
ganization in Tipperary, and I would = you, if your other 
e ments permit, to be eno! to represent me, 
and ta iay'anes wlaws haloes Se Coration, I would advise 
that the working of the movement should be limited to 
defensive action, and that special regard should be paid to 
the following objects :—{1) The rp of protecting tenants 
from the landlord conspiracy, and who are prevented by this 
cause from availing themselves of the benefits intended by 
Parliament for the tenants advantage ; (2) The assertion of 
the rights of freedom of speech and public meeting, now so 
frequently and wantonly assailed by the horde of unscrupu- 
lous partisans who administer much of the executive and 
judicial function of the country ; and (3) The vindication of 
the same facilities for combination and organisation which 
ace secured to English working men by the Trades Union 
enactments. These aims, governed and regulated by the 
rules and constitution already suggested at the meeting of 
the Irish party, will, I think, sufficiently meet the crisis 
which has called the new organisation into existence. 

“ Tam, My dear Lord Mayor, 
“Yours sincerely, 
“CHaRLEs STEWART PARNELL.” 

A DISTURBANCE took place at Kilrush on Monday evening. 
A demonstration was organized in honour of Patrick 
McGrath, who had been liberated from gaol after completing 
a term of imprisonment for resisting eviction on the Vande- 
leur estate. On the arrival of the steamer from Limerick 
with McGrath on board, a large crowd cheered for the re- 
leased prisoner and the Plan of Campaign. Tar barrels were 
lighted in Henry-street, and when the policeinterfered they 
were attacked with stones and bottles. A charge with 
drawn revolvers was made on the crowd, who cheered for 
McGrath and groaned for Balfour and the police. The police 
arrested the alleged ringleader, Thomas Coote, a Protestant 
Nationalist, and Patrick McGarth, the released prisoner, 
amidst great excitement. Coote was brought up before Cap- 
tain Welch, R.N., at Kilkee, and remanded under the 
Crimes Act. 

Lorp ZETLAND wasformally sworn in as Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland at Dublin Castle on Saturday last. 


WALES. 


Tae scene of the tithe war was on Saturday last removed 
from Gwaenyscor, in the north of Flintshire, to Halkyn, on 
the north side of the county. A considerable portion of 
Halkyn parish is owned by the Duke of Westminster, who 
has for some years granted his agricultural tenantry an 
abatement of 25 per cent.on their rents, on the express 
condition that the clerical tithe is regularly and promptly 
paid in full. The result is that none of the duke's tenants 
are in arrear to the clergy ; but this happy state of things 
does not exist on other estates, andthe amounts due to the 
Vicars of Halkyn, Rheisycae, and Rhydymwyn have ac- 
cumulated toa large sum. Mr. Craft, accompanied by a 
large force of police, in charge of the chief and deputy chief 
constable, visited the district at an early hour, and their 
arrival was at once proclaimed to the inhabitants by the 
blowing of -horns. A large crowd rapidly congregated. In 
all about seventeen farms were visited, but distraints were 
not levied on one-half of these owing to the menacing attitude 
of the crowd. 


THe Empress FREDERICK.—The Berlin Correspondent of 
the Daily News says: The Empress Frederick attended a 
concert on October 3rd, given for the benefit of the Children’s 
Holiday Homes. Two thousand healthy and happy-looking 
chiJdren assembled in the Grand Hall of the Philharmonic. 
‘When the Empress, attended by her three daughters, entered 
the room the children greeted her with a song of welcome. 
After several: popular melodies had been rendered a de- 
putation of the little ones presented her Majesty with a 
basket of flowers. Subsequently the Empress walked 
through the crowd of children and was enthusiastically 
cheered. After seeing them fed with chocolate and cake 
her Majesty left the hall. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES. 


Sm TrvpaL Rosertson, one of the Conservative Members 
for Brighton, committed suicide on Sunday morning in his 
house in thattown. The deceased gentleman, who has been 
blind for some years, had recently been in failing health. 
Till 1873, when his eyesight became seriously impaired, he 
practised as a physician in Nottingham. After the loss of 
his sight he energetically determined to enter the legal pro- 
fession, and he was about to be called to the Bar, when at 
the general election of 1885 the Conservatives of Brighton 
gave him a seat in Parliament. Sir Tindal was a member 
of the Grand Council of the Primrose League, and looked 
favourably on the encouragement which that organization 
gives to the work of women in political elections. 

Mr. Conysearg, M.P., received an enthusiastic welcome 
at Euston on Saturday afternoon, though the London and 
North Western Railway Company had doue their best to 
prevent any demonstration inside the station. Representa- 
tives from many of the Liberal Clubs and London branches 
of the National League were present. When the honour- 
able gentleman drove away with his friends he was followed 
by a large crowd, and a meeting, at which Mr. J. Rowlands, 
met ep was ne on Clerkenwell Green. 

R. GLADSTONE has recovered f. i i 
lng rom his recent slight 

Durine seg og a Peterborough the following letter 
was receiv e Chairman of the Li i 
from Lord Rosebery — paar 

. 38, Berkeley Square, W., Oct. 4, 1889. 

Sir,—I am grateful for your invitation, but a peer is not 
allowed to take part in elections. Custom and a resolution 
of the House of Commons seem to stand in the way. But 
we are at least permitted to watch your contest with interest. 
The opposite perty are apparently anxious to convince the 
constituencies that we contemplate an organic change in the 
Constitution. No contention can be more absurd. The 
question is not now as to whether Mr. Pitt was right ninety 
years ago to attempt a legislative union; it is as to whether 
the experiment having failed, and been repudiated by five- 
eighths of the Irish nation, it is wise to persevere in it at 
the risk of _ the permanent alienation of the Irish race. 
Even granting that it be right and consonant with the 
traditions of the Liberal party so to persevere, it is trans- 
parently ridiculous to invest an instrument of recent and 
corrupt origin with the sanctity of Magna Charta. On the 
contrary, history and ancient precedent in Ireland are 
entirely with us. Prick the Tory bubbles, and you will 
readily win the election.—I am, yours respectfully, 

W. D. Nicholls, Esq. RosEBeEry. 

Various members of Women’s Liberal Associations have 
me ne in the recent election contests. Bradford, 
Seale oie Oxford, the Strand, and others have 

Mr. Joun Burns has signified his intention of standing 
as a Parliamentary candidate for Battersea. At present 
there is already a Liberal candidate in the field, but it is to 
be hoped that things will arrange themselves without 
creating disunion among the Liberals in the borough. This 
1s @ case where instant retirement would reflect credit on 
the common sense and dignity of the weaker candidate. 

THE contest in Peterborough has resulted in the return of 
Mr. ee Cleophas Morton, the Liberal majority being 
251. 1s one of the most distinct Liberal gains since 
the last general election. Mr. Fitzwilliam’s majority when 
ree asa viene a 1886 fen 289, in 1885 when he 

as an independent Liberal against 
Buxton it was 258, 25 se pe 


Vox Poputt. 


——————————- 

Art the Poor Law Conference on Saturday last there was 
a good deal of interesting discussion concerning private 
dispensaries. A letter in The Times on the same subject 
explains the working of the system at Stony Stratford, from 
which it appears that the monthly payment of 1s. per 
family secures free medical attendance and free medicine to 
all its members all the year round. 

Sreaxkine at Cardiff last Monday at a banquet which 
followed the annual congress of the Amalgamated Union of 
Seamen and Firemen, Mr. Plimsoll enumerated a number of 
reforms which, hecontended, were n in the inierests 
of seamen. He feared, however, that they would obtain only 
one reform per Session. 


CANVASSING IN NORTH BUCKS. 
H. 


there is very little doubt but that the Captain's seat is safe. 
I have taken advantage of the opportunities for talk with 
the women to find out what wt think of os 
Suffrage, believing that the opinion of our p ts wo 

be chitntereat to those who are working for the vote. There 
is no doubt that a very few years ago but few working 
women would have been found who would have felt any 
interest in the matter. Politics’ were a man’s affair, and 
they had enough to do to look after the children. But‘ this 
has changed, and I now find a widely spread opinion that 
those who are as they express it “ ie enough” to vote 
for the County Council are good enough to vote for 
gos Benhier of Parliament. The first woman to —— ” 
spoke on the subject was strongly in’ favour o: 
women’s voting, adding, “ Wonen have more pluck than 
men, they know their own minds and will out.” Her 
neighbour, a widow taking in lodgers, said, “ I voted last 
time, and I don’t see why I don’t vote now.” It was in vain 
that we explained the last voting was for the County 
Council ; in spite of all we could say we left her feeling that 
she had somehow been done out of her rights. Leaving 
her, we walked on to a barley field, where the men were 
hard at work, and going up to the first of them we offered 
him some leaflets, saying we werd working for Captain 
Verney and hoped he might find time to read them. His 
wife, hearing what we said, came eagerly towards us, saying 
“Oh, but I wish they’d give us women votes! We'd know 
what to do wi’ ’em, and I doan’t think they'd find many on 
us Conservatives. We women know téo well what helps 
poor folks.” After a pleasant little chat, and an earnest 
assurance that “My old man is sure to poll, and to poll 
right, too,” we left them, the old man ing we would go 
on and speak to the other men working in the field. We 
did so, and, after distributing a good many Home Rule 
Union and Cobden Club leaflets, we found our way to a 
era roadside cottage, where the woman, in courteous 


ashion, offered us tea and bread and butter for 
our lunch, and a good rest by her fireside. 
We had a _ long chat with her, and when I 


asked her “ Would you care to have a vote your- 
self ?” she answered in true country fashion, “I don’t know 
as I should mind ”—a phrase of doubtful sound, but which 
many years of experience among south country peasants has 
taught us means an assent. ‘Do you think it would lead to 
quarrels among husbands and wives?” I asked. “Do you 
think husbands would force their wives to vote as they 
chose?” “No, I don’t,” said she, “I don’t see as how it 
would do any harm that way.” She was a shrewd, kindly 
woman, who told us much of the life round her, and assured 
us that almost all the folk in the villages round were 
Liberals, only not all could get time to vote, and not all dared. 
Then we found our way to the little town, with its 
people much more like peasants than townsfolks, and here 
the opinion was the same. A well-to-do widow living at 
her ease in a pretty cottage of lattice window, low roof, and 
great beamed rooms, told me she had voted for the County 
Council, and she did not see why she should not vote now, 
and another woman, of whom I asked my usual question, 
replied, “I don’t know as I should mind,” with a-look in 
her face as if she would mind and like it too. 
There is no doubt that the County Council has done 
much all over the land to rouse the interest of women in 
politics, and few better pieces of work could be undertaken 
by women of education than the task of increasing this 
interest and enlarging knowledge in the cottages that lie 
all round us. But we must be content to be not only teachers 
but learners also ; we must have the ready sympathy which 
will alone call out that trust and confidence in us which 
will make the women sure we have their interests at heart, 
and that what we do has for its sole aim the good of all; and 
we must try to approach every subject from their side of it, 
so as to see how it strikes them, and so combat their pre- 
judices and excite their interest in a larger world than their 
own. If some of the members of our Liberal Associations 
would make this their work regularly and systematically in 
the villages, the next election would find England better 


prepared for the fight than it ever has been before, and it ig 
work such as this that will make ready the way for a good 
use of the vote when it comes. 
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THE DOMESTIC SERVANT TROUBLE IN 
AUSTRALIA. 
An Australian lady, in a long letter to the Standard, gives 
an account Ha the troubles which residents in Australia 
experience with regard to domestic servants, and appeals to 
the ladies of England for help in the matter. She. says :— 

To the ladies of England we, the ladies of Australia, 
Pn for help. Many of us remember more or less regret- 
fully our happy homes and many opportunities for self-culture 
and benevolent work, and we upon those we have left 
behind to lend us a hand of friendship, and to help us to 
secure the happiness of our homes in the new country. 
From nearly all the women in the colonies entrusted with 
the cares of a household comes the same dismal story in 
reference to the arrogance and incompetence of the colonial 
servanis. It isa never failing topic of conversation. Ladics 
who in England contented themselves with one visit in the 
day to their kitchen find themselves suddenly obliged to 
undertake the entire cooking for their families, the cook 
having been hastily got rid of, hopelessly intoxicated. 
Women whose cultured minds and artistic temperaments fit 
them for a life of refinement and the dedication of their 
talents to art or literature find their hands tied, their spirits 
saddened, and their aspirations crushed by a ceaseless round 
of worry and vexation and wearisome efforts to make up for 
all the deficiencies of their so-called “ servants.” 

Never was there such a misnomer. Truly the positions 
are reversed, and the unlu mistress (?) knows well that 
the slightest check to liberty, the gentlest attempt at 
correction, means instant val pueda on the part of the in- 
jured domestic. The rate of wages alone is enough to make 
one shudder. The commonest and most ignorant girl will 
toss her head and turn scornfully away at the timid offer of 
10s. a week, and a general servant or house and parlour- 
maid thinks 16s. a week at least her lawful right. One girl 
fancies she prefers the country, another will not go into the 
suburbs, another objects to children, till at last the unhappy 
mistress of a house, wearied with a tiring search through 
half the registry offices in the town, will feel positively 
grateful to an incompetent girl who is kind enough to 
accept her situation and 14s. a week. There is a very 
simple explanation of this state of things. The supply is 
not equal to the demand. Professional men and their 
wives come out from home by every steamer, but com- 
paratively few of the working classes have either the means 
or the enterprise for so long a journey. 

What we want is to bring over batches of at least fifty or 
a hundred girls at a time—-say, twice a year ; for, as may be 
supposed, each small contingent of domestics coming out 
from home soon learn to copy the manners of the class with 
which they mix, and within a few months become. as 
exacuing and impertinent as the girls around them. Are 
there no ladies at home who would help to organize a society 
for sending out supplies of respectable girls on a large scale ? 


THE LATE MISS AMY LEVY. 


Miss CLEMENTINA BLACK writes to the Athenewm :—“I was a 
close friend of Miss Levy for many years, and my testimony 
is that of personal knowledge. It is not true that she ever 
left her father’s house otherwise than on visits to friends or 
holiday journeys ; nor that she suffered from failing eyesight, 
nor from the loss of her sense of humour; nor that she 
devoted herself to work in the East-end. She did suffer 
for several years from slight deafness and from fits of 
extreme depression, the result, not of unhappy circumstances 
or of unkind treatment, but, as those believe who knew her 
best, of her lack of physical robustness and of the exhaustion 
produced by strenuous brain-work. Most emphatically, it 
is not true that her family or her personal friends among 
the Jewish community treated her coldly on account of the 

ublication of ‘ Reuben Sachs,’ and thus indirectly hastened 

er death. Her parents were justly proud of her; it was 
impossible to be more uniformly indulgent, more anxious to 
anticipate her every wish, than they were. At the time of 
her death they were out of town; but she had been with 
them only a few days before, had parted from them on the 
best of terms, and was to rejoin them the next 
week. Her sister was with her on the afternoon before her 
death, and from her also she affectionately. I cannot 
imagine anything which would have caused more pain and 
indignation to Miss Levy than the circulation of such 
reports; and it is in her name that I make this protest 
against them.” 


WOMEN’S TRANES UNIONS. 
To tHe Eprror oF “THe Women’s Gazerre.” 

Dear Madam,— Will you kindly gflow me to correct an error 
towhich my attention has just called, and which has crept 
into your excellent leader on th es Union Congress in the 
Gazette of September 14th? The writer, whilst enumerat- 
ing the various ways in which women of means may help 
others to take a more active part in future Trades Union 
Congresses, says: “They may contribute towards the ex- 
penses of working class delegates who are elected by poor 
Unions unable to afford out of their own funds to send 
delegates to a distant town.” 

This is, however, exactly what women of means may not 
do. The rules by which the admission of delegates to the 
Congress is regulated are very strict. It is laid down, not 
only that the delegate shall be a bond fide member of the 
Trade Society which she represents, but also that her 
expenses shall be borne by that Society. 

At first sight, this may seem a littio hard, but, on reflec- 
tion, I believe their absolute necessity will be recognised. 
In the first place, it cannot be desirable that labour societies 
should part with their vote to well-to-do amateurs: in the 
second place, it has been found by experience that political 
intriguers have thought it worth their while to subsidize 
Unions in the particular way suggested, with a view to 
manufacturing on certain questions of the day a vote at the 
Trades Union Congress, which would afterwards be re- 
presented as embodying the opinion of genuine working 
men. 

Yours faithfully, 


Emitia F. 8. Dike. 
Pyrford, October, 1889. 


WOMEN IN CHINA. 

In a missionary periodical issued in Shanghai, Dr. Faber, a 
well-known scholar, publishes a paper on the status of 
women in China. He refers especially to the theoretical 
position assigned to women by the classics. These lay down 
the following dogmas on the subject :—(1) Women are as 
different in nature from man as earth is from heaven. (2) 
Dualism, not only in body form, but in the very essence of 
nature, is indicated and proclaimed by Chinese moralists of 
all times and creeds. The male belongs to yang, the female 
to yin. (3) Death and all other evils have their origin in 
the yin, or female principle ; life and prosperity come from its 
subjection to the yang, or male principle, and it is therefore 
regarded as a law of nature that women should he kept 
under the control of men and not allowed any will of their 
own. (4) Women, indeed, are human beings, but they are 
of a lower state than men, and never can attain to full 
equality with them. (5) The aim of female education, 
therefore, is perfect submission, not cultivation and develop- 
ment of mind. (6) Women cannot have any happiness of 
their own ; they have to live and work for men. (7) Only 
as the mother of a son, as the continuator of the direct line 
of a family, can a woman escape from her degradation and 
become to a certain degree her husband’s equal, but then 
ie’ in household affairs, especially the female department, 
and in the ancestral hall. (8) In the other world woman’s 
condition is exactly the same, for the same laws of existence 
apply. She is not the equal of her husband; she belongs 
to him, and is dependent for her happiness on the sacrifices 
offered by her descendants. These are the doctrines taught 
by Confucius, Mencius, and the ancient sages, whose memory 
has been revered in China for thousands of years. 


ORPHAN GIRLS. 


A PUBLIC meeting in support of Miss Sharman’s Homes, 
which are situated in West Square, Southwark, Gravesend, 
Tunbridge Wells and Newton Abbot, took place on October 
4th, at the Mansion House, under the presidency of the 
Lord Mayor. The Home was founded in 1867 by Miss 
Sharman, for the benefit of poor and destitute orphan girls, 
on the plan of “No voting, no begging, and no debt.” 
These rules, Miss Sharman was able to state in her report, 
had been abided by in spite of seasons of acute poverty 
which had every now and then seized upon the institution. 
The children in the Homes, who now number some 300, are 
bred up to domestic service and taught all useful domestic 
accomplishments. 
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CHIT-CHAT. 

Tue annual meetings of the National Liberal Federation 
at Manchester will take place on December 3rd and 4th. 
Mr. Schnadhorst’s illness has caused unavoidable delay in 
making the engagements and arrangements the annual 

thering requires. It is hoped that in a few weeks Mr. 
Schnadhorst will be sufficiently well to make all the 
necessary arrangements for what promises to be a most 
important political event. 

Mrs. Mona Carrp is back again in town after trying the 
san bath cure of the Tyrol and a: aie to Athens. She will 
now work at the new book she has on hand, which deals 
with one aspect of the Socialist question. 


Miss Oxive ScHreEmner has sailed for the Cape. The 
latest of her, allegories will appear in an early number of 
the Fortnightly. It is a vision of Heaven and Hell, Hell 
being undistinguishable from mother Earth as it is, and 
Heaven being the Socialist ideal of what it may become, 


At Queen’s College, Harley Street, W., a course of 
lectures on Elementary Political Economy is being given by 
Mrs. Henry Fawcett, on Mondays at 3 p.m., commencing 
last Monday. The fee for the course is £1 1s. 


Tue Arts and Crafts Exhibition was opened on Saturday 
ast. 

Lorp Hartineron has to address a meeting of 
his constituents at Bacup on November 30. He will pro- 
bably be accompanied by Mr. W. 8. Caine, M.P. 


Mr. Hatiey Stewart, M.P., has, we learn, completely 
broken down through overwork, and has been ordered com- 
plete rest from business and political work. 


A BENGALEE girl, who has just completed her ninth year, 
proposes to appear at the next matriculation examination of 
the Calcutta University. She is the daughter of a gentle- 
man serving in a distinguished capacity in a Native State. 

Durine the sitting of the Revision Court in one of the 
out-townships of Accrington the Vicar entered the school, 
and demanded to know by whose authority they were 
assembled in his school. He was referred to the Clerk of 
the Peace, but told the barrister he had no right in his 
school. The Vicar refused to leave, and the barrister called 
upon the police to remove him. 


Lorp Roszsery presided in the early hours of Saturday 
morning last over a meeting of tramway and omnibus men 
at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street. Several of the 
men made short speeches, and Lord Rosebery said that the 
statements were infinitely more painful than anything he 
had thought of. If the meeting led the men to unite they 
would be enabled to resist oppression, and would go a long 
way towards attaining their ends. Lord Monkswell and 
others addressed the meeting. 


Mr. Gorpon, the Government School Inspector, says that 
Sherborne furnishes an example of school allotments. There 
‘are also some attached to British schools in Gloucestershire. 

Loca. option is now in active operation in Victoria ; 
ratepayers by their votes have decreed 4 the abolition of un- 
necessary public-houses ;and arbitration courts are sitting to 
ascertain and award reasonable compensation to the dis- 
established publicans. 

THE discussion on “ Women and Tobacco” is still dragging 
on its wearisome length in the Daily Telegraph. Miss 
Ellen Terry thinks it is a trifling matter whether women 
smoke or not. Mrs. Mona Caird says she was exceedingly 
disappointed that her literary sisters should have smoked 
after the dinner over which she presided a short time ago. 

THE winter session of the London School of Medicine 
opened on October 3rd. Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell gave the 
inaugural address, and there was a very large attendance; 
moan those present being Dr. Garrett Anderson, dean of 
the school; Lady Grant Duff; the Countess of Malmesbury ; 
Mrs. Scharlieb, M.D. ; and several Indian friends. 

THE Tailoresses’ Union is one of the strongest bodies 
affiliated to the Trades Hall of Melbourne. 

TWwENTY-sIx emigrants in the “Circassian,” which left 
Liverpool last’ month, have refused to be vaccinated. They 
are in quarantine on Grosse Isle in consequence. 

An agitation among the dock labourers at. Amsterdam, for 
obtaining an increase of wages, has commenced. 

A CITIZENESs oF THE WoRLD. 


wee oes, PEOPLE. 

ks. Hopason Burverr is reported to ha: i 

serious accident last Saturday. PAS she mn “arivi blar 
my-cart from her home at Doringcourt on the i 

state, East Grinstead, to the station, her pony shied, ran 

up the bank, and overturned the cart. rs. Burnett was 


- thrown out and struck on her head, the cart was smashed, 


and the pony injured. 

Sie Cuarzes Lituey, Chief Justice of Queensland, is one 
of the most ardent advocates of female suffrage. Sir Henry 
Parkes, the Premier of New South Wales, is of the same 
opinion. 

om Saturday afternoon there was a gathering of 
commercial travellers at the Mansion House, the object 
being to present to the Lord Mayor (Alderman Whitehead) 
a marble bust of himself as a token of the high esteem in 
amg is held by the body to which in early life he 
nged. 

Miss Mary Anperson has returned to town from her 
visit to Mr. and Mrs. William Black. Miss Anderson will 
not appear on the stage this winter. 

Sr Witiiam Harcourt will address a Liberal meeting 
at Hanley on November 21st. 


Mrs. Horton, of Little Leigh, near Northwich, took the 
first prize at the butter making contest at the Agricultural 
Hall on Saturday last. 


Lapy Souruampton did not lose all her jewellery, as has 
been stated. The thief only took what lay ready to his 
hand on her dressing table. 


Miss Hotryoake is now Secretary of the Women’s Trades 
Union and Provident League in the place of Miss 
Clementina Black, who resigned some time ago. Miss 
Holyoake is the daughter of Mr. Jacob Holyoake, whose 
great services to the cause of co-o ion are known to 
everyone. His name and voice are familiar to the members 
of many of our Associations. 


THE young American author, Miss Laura Daintrey, who 
is now in England, has just completed her third book Fedor, 
which has been copyrighted on this side of the water by 
Messrs. Sampson and Low. 


Miss Darntrey, who is now 20, had written and published 
two novels before she was 18. Both books had a phenomen- 
ally large sale in America, bringing her in a considerable 
sum of money. 

Manpawe Partr’s first concert will be given at the Albert 
Hall, Knightsbridge, October 21st. 


apy Ossincton is dead. She will be missed by the 
public for her good works and wide-spreading charities. 

Miss Eastwoop, of Amat, in Rosshire, has accomplished 
a remarkable piscatorial feat. She hooked an 114lb. salmon 
and a llb. trout at the same moment, landing both her 
fishes after a severe struggle. 


A MARBLE statue of Mrs. Humphery Ward is: being 
executed by Mr. Storey. 

Mome. Saran BeRnuarpr revived last Monday evening 
at the Porte St. Martin, Paris, Sardou’s beautiful drama 
“Theodora.” She was recalled after every fall of the 
curtain. 

Miss Cuartotre Rosinson (home art decorator to her 
Majesty) has had the honour of submitting to the Queen 
some dessert d’oyleys painted on silk from sketches taken 
near Pale, as mementoes of the Queen’s visit to Wales. 

Ir is not often that the seven signatories to a company . 
are women, but suchisthecaseat Ross (says the Gasand Water 
Trade Review). The articles of association of the Ross Gas 
Company (Limited) have been subscribed to by seven ladies. 
The capital of the company is £11,500, of which amount. the 
ladies subscribed £10,500. “Whether there will be ladies as 
chairman, manager, secretary, &c., or whether the fair sex 
will run the worksasstokers, fitters, main-layers, lamplighters, 
collectors, évc., we do not know. But we do know, continues 
our contemporary, that the ladies have a privedigng) ih pk. 
and we have no doubt it will return them a hand 

dividend. : 
Tue School of Art Wood Carving, City and Guilds 
Institute, Exhibition Road, South Kensington, has been 
re-opened after the usual summer vacation, and one or two 
free studentships in both the day and the evening classes 
are vacant. These studentships are maintained by means of 
funds. ” 
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TO OUR READERS. 
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A ew weeks ago we were looking forward hopefully 
but still anxiously to the five bye-elections that were 
then pending. Now we have passed through the 
ordeal so triumphantly that even the most cheery 
prophets have found themselves astonished. Dundee 
was an absolute victory of the kind that the Tories 
love to boast about when it is on their side, as it was 
at Dover the other day. Next came Sleaford, which 
proved to be as Liberal as it was in 1885, which is all 
we ask for orexpect. On Monday Peterborough threw 
these elections altogether into the shade, and the 
Liberal candidate was elected with a majority of 251. 
When we remember that in 1885 the majority against 
Mr. Sydney Buxton was 258, this result is sim ply 
marvellous. Elgin and Nairn was expected to be 
staunch to the Liberal cause but the majority of 529 
has surprised everyone. 

The polling in North Bucks takes place after we go 
press, but we know that, whatever the result, there has 
been a gallant fight. Taking the five elections to- 
gether, we can say we have scored splendidly, and 
however the Tories may bluster they know it. 

Every hour’s work for our cause given by English- 
men and Englishwomen during these elections, every 
vote recorded for the Liberal candidates, and every 
speech thade on the side of justice has been something 
done to relieve the misery in Ireland. It is impossible 
to say how much effect these elections may have on 
“ Brave Balfour,” and if one poor prisoner is’ treated 
with less brutality or one tenant left in peace in his 


home, any good woman will feel that the work she has 
been doing is amply repaid. 

The only bye-election we have to look forward to 
now is Brighton. Unfortunately there is not much 
hope of bringing common sense into the heads of 
voters at a fashionable watering-place. They depend 
so much on the custom of the idle and luxurious classes 
that they have little sympathy for the poor in either 
England or Ireland. To talk to a Brighton tradesman 
of allotments or artizans’ dwellings or even of one man 
one vote is analmost hopeless task. Lord Tom Noddy, 
who buys his early asparagus and strawberries for 
untold prices, is a source of great profit to him, and he 
does not wish to lessen his territorial influence by 
housing and feeding and enfranchising the labourers 
on his estate. Still we are in good practice for fight- 
ing, and if a sturdy Liberal will come forward to 
contest the seat which Henry Fawcett won, we shall 
welcome him as a hero and work hard to help him in 
his gallant attempt. 


In Peterborough, although we have won, we must 
own there were faults in the organisation. The 
women were called together two days before the 
election in the very teeth of the wishes of some of the 
local leaders. Twenty-four women gave in their names 
at once as willing to take an active part in canvassing, 
&c., and the meeting, which was large and en- 
thusiastic, ardently responded to the appeal for service 
and sympathy made to them from the platform. But 
the call was too late to be as effectual as it might have 
been. In several districts of the borough canvassing 
was taken for granted. It was done in name only, 
and not in reality ; and a tent meeting called in Boon- 
gate, the head-quarters of the Fitzwilliam influence, 
was not advertised or announced in any way at all. 
Mr. Bruce, the indefatigable Secretary of the Eighty: 
Club, went down solely to speak to that meeting, and 
had for an audience some thirty passing stragglers, 
who strolled in on seeing the tent lighted up, and 
lounged against the entrance. Peterborough, in spite 
of all that the Fitzwilliams and Huntlys can do, has 
shewn itself essentially Liberal. The railway men are 
sound enough in their Liberalism, with the exception 
of some of the guards and porters who come under the 
corruptive influence of “tips” from rich passengers, 
but.if it is to remain a safe Radical seat the local 
organization must be greatly improved, and Liberal 
women’ must be invited and encouraged to take their 
share in the political life of the borough. 


Tue moral of Sleaford is writ large. The defeat 
might have been lessened had there been active, 
healthy organisation. It is neither kind nor just to 
speak otherwise than plainly. Such disasters are a 
disgrace to the Liberal party, and it is only by frank 
acknowledgment of this that there can be any hope of 
preventing their recurrence. In Sleaford the women 
were hardly used at all. It was understood that the 
candidate thought them unsuitable supporters. of his 
Liberalism, and feared a duplication of Primrose 
tactics. In several villages no Liberal workers ever 
set foot, and the wonder is that the Liberal poll of 
1885 was maintained. In regard to the men’s 
organisation we have, happily, no responsibility ; but 
to the women of Sleaford we say most earnestly : 
‘“‘Organize yourselves without delay. Let no man 
decide for you where your duty begins and ends. 
Settle that matter with your own consciences alone, 
and decide for yourselves whether you dare leave 
sleeping and unused that power and influence which, 
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called into life and action by the heartbreaking wail 
of Ireland’s sorrows, can do so much to turn those 
sorrows into joy and peace.” 


Acam we remind our readers that the trial of 
Father McFadden and his parishioners comes off at 
Maryboro’ on the 17th inst. It is of vital importance 
that a. great many leading English men and women 
should be present, or there will surely be a large 
addition made in that court to the long roll of the 
army of Irish martyrs. The fact that the Castle 
telographed to the authorities at Gweedore some 
months ago that they did not believe that the right 
man was yet in custody will have no influence on the 
result; Irish judges and Irish juries can get over 
much more difficult things than that if a certain 
verdict is wanted. 


THINGs are moving on. Lord Rosebery, presiding 
over @ meeting of tramway-men on strike at 1.30 a.m., 
would have been an impossibility three years ago. 
The dockers have won more victories than their own. 
The victory of the tramway-men is assured if they 
do but follow the wise advice of Lord Rosebery. They 
have the public with them, ‘and when once public 
opinion is fairly awake directors and shareholders are 
bound to yield. The English public is not hard and 
unfeeling, but it has no imagination. It sees every 
day the hardships and discomforts of the tramway- 
men, and it feels ashamed of its own ease and 
prosperity. But unfortunately it does not see the 
daily harassment of the Irish people, or it would rise 
in hot indignation and shame and would end it ina 
month. 


Sreies are evidently in the air, and the Scotch 
schoolboys have caught the infection. It is by no 
means @ disease to be altogether regretted. Certainly 
the schoolboys have their grievances. “Too much 
parsing” is like to cause mental indigestion, and “ too 
long hours” make school a place to flee from. The 
boys have discovered that codes and standards, and 
Government grants have buta remote connection with 
anything like real education, and we hope they will 
succeed in forcing this fact on the attention of 
pedagogues and Government officials. 


Amona the newspaper controversies of the silly 
season one has been about how to brew tea. We are 
glad to see that everyone is agreed as to the unwhole- 
someness of bitter tea, left standing, but we cannot 
think such an elaborate machinery is necessary as that 
described by “A Barrister,” who begins operations 
with two teapots filled with boiling water. A capital 
plan for making tea at school feasts, or for any large 
number, is to infuse the tea in an earthenware jug, 
and, after a few minutes, to pour off the liquid into a 
hot teapot. Experienced housewives must now and 
then feel greatly amused at the descriptions of things 
as new and original which they have known of for 
years. 


Anv eR question discussed in some papers lately is 
the ad\ .:ntage of a cold bath in the morning. There 
is somihing exceedingly disgusting in the readiness 
with which some people tell all the world of their 
personal habits and sensations, and we cannot help 
thinking some of the letters written about baths 
would have been more in place in a medical journal. 
Probably every sensible person makes experiments 
about the temperature and duration of bath which 
suits his. or her constitution, and, if advice is needed, 


seeks it from near relatives or perhaps from the family 
doctor. Supposing there are persons of 0 little 
discretion as to take a bath which does them daily 
injury, or to omit taking one essential to health, com- 
fort, or cleanliness until the better course is suggested 
to them by a newspaper correspondent, we venture to 
assert that they are of small value to the community, 
and may well be left to shiver or to lack stimulus 
without any great harm being done. It is much worse 
for sensible people to be disgusted every time they 
open a daily paper. 


THERE is a very marked difference of opinion 
between those who approve and those who disapprove 
of the action of the London County Council with re- 
gard to places of public amusement and the refusal of 
their licenses. On the one hand men like the Rev. 
H. P. Hughes say that in consequence of the character 
of the persons who congregate at the Aquarium and 
such places, it will be a public benefit to close them. 
On the other hand many who are profoundly sensible 
of the necessity of social reform, and who would 
sacrifice any pleasure to raise the standard of morality, 
are convinced that the views just described are really 
mistaken, and that the course pursued is opposed to 
the object in view. They believe that it is the existence 
of wrongdoers which causes the mischief, and not the 
existence of a place where they may congregate. If 
the entertainment offered in any theatre is of a nature 
to debase the audience, then both parties agree that 
it should be forbidden. But if the entertainment in 
itself is harmless, the objectionable character of the 
audience is held by many thoughtful persons to be no 
ground for closing the doors. So long as such 
people are in existence they must be somewhere, and 
it is considered by many to be a@ safeguard to the 
public if they have their own peculiar places of resort. 


Tue large meeting at Mile End, on Tuesday, under 
the presidency of the Bishop of Bedford, inaugurated 
a movement of great importance in London. The 
East End women not only injure themselves by re- 
maining uncombined in any Trades Union, but they 
injure also their husbands and brothers. The whole 
system of wages is lowered by the presence in the 
market of some who are ready to accept anything. 
The match girls have proved that London women can 
combine with success, and we hope their example will 
be followed. 


SIR JAMES HANNEN AND THE COMMISSION 
EVIDENCE. 

Sir James Hannen has (the London correspondent of the 
Leeds Mercury says) employed his leisure in preparing acareful 
resumé of the evidence taken by the Special Commission, 
and this resumé will be laid before his colleagues on his 
return. It is understood that inthis analysis of the evidence . 
no opinions are expressed. The President of the Commission . 
simply arranges in lucid ordér the points that have been 
raised in the evidence, and the amount and character of the 
evidence in their support. This document will possibly be 
made the basis of the report of the Commission. 


TueE Animals’ Institute at Knightsbridge, founded in 1887 : 
chiefly by ladies, undertakes that animals shall be killed or 
cured in the most painless manner. The only difference in | 
the treatment of the donkey of the costermonger and that : 
of the Countess is that the coster pays nothing for the 
attention to his favourite and the lady pays the ordinary 
fi 


ees. 

2,619 dogs were received, fed, and sheltered at the Dogs’ 
Home during September, and nearly 400 homes were found 
for the more fortunate ones. The growing popularity of | 


the “ Home” is seen by the large number of visitors (8,158). 
who inspected the establishment during the month. — 
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MEETINGS AT PETERBORO. 


A GREAT meeting was held in the Drill Hall on October 3rd 
(Friday)—great in the matter of numbers, greater still in 
the matter of enthusiasm—on behalf of Mr. Morton’s 
candidature. Every inch of space, platform and gallery 
included, was occupied, and a good sprinkling of ladies made 
up the vast assembly. Hundreds could not gain admission. 

As the various speakers ascended the platform there came 
forth a volley of applause, which was renewed again 
and again through the splendid exhibition of earnest 
oratory. Mr. Morton came in for an especial ovation, 
and that accorded to Mr. O'Connor rang through 
the hall in a tremendous volley of sound. The Chai 
on the occasion was Mr. W. Harris, a much-res 
Radical of many years standing, and amongst those present 
on the platform supporting the Chairman were Lady 
Sandhurst, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, M.P. (editor of the Star), 
Dr. Clark (M.P. for Caithness-shire), Mr. A. C. Morton, 
Mr. T. Coote age ome for South Hunts.), and Mr. H. 
B. Hartley (Mr. Morton's election agent). These were 
surrounded by a large crowd of the most influential sup- 

rters of the candidature of Mr. Morton and advocates of 

ical principles. 

After a most eloquent speech by Mr. T. P. O’Connor, 

The Chairman introduced Lady Sandhurst to the meet- 
ing amid much enthusiasm, remarking that they had reason 
to be greatly obliged to her for the help she had so willingly 
rendered. 

Lady Sandhurst said that it perhaps seemed strange to 
many of them that a woman should take any public part in 
politics. She had not thought of doing it until a few years 
ago. In the first instance she was brought face to face 
with the necessity of it in a constituency in London by 
seeing the many evils existing which she was quite certain 
no Tory party would ever remedy. That made her start to 
fix her thoughts and energies in promoting the interests of 
the Liberal party. A little after that she had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing something of the working of the London 
County Council, and when she saw everything they 
attempted to do in London, everything that they strived to 
do to ameliorate the suffering and oppression under which 
they were working and living, or, as one man said, existing, 
how 

EVERYTHING WAS THWARTED 

and made void by the present Tory Party and Parliament 
she resolved to make a strong effort to do what little lay in 

her power to get a different ministry and a different 

Parliament. This was three years ago, and then came Mr. 
Gladstone’s declaration for Home Rule, and she and those 

with her began the present work. They and their hundred 

_ Associations she ventured to say had done some good in the 
country. She would say a word or two to them as an 
Englishwoman—for they had just heard the Irish side— 
about Ireland. She had formed part of a deputation sent 
from England to represent the Liberal party in Ireland. 
They would scarcely believe the reception that was granted 
them. They went through Waterford, Youghal, Cork, 
Killarney, Bandon, and Thurles, and the people came out 
in tens of thousands to show their gratitude to the English 
deputation. She never saw such scenes in her life as she 
saw there, and she was powerless to describe them. Ina 
certain portion of that country the scene of 

DESOLATION WAS HEARTRENDING. 

“No people, no homes, no cattle, no crops. The Irish 
people were not asking for much, and what they did, if 
granted, would do as much for England as for Ireland. 
These people are said to be ignorant, idle, and disloyal, but 

she failed to find any traces of such feeling, but found the 

contrary. As to disloyalty, they had proof to the contrary. 

When at Mallow the Right Hon. J. Stansfeld took the 

opportunity of speaking to the people about the Queen. He 
asked them to disassociate the Queen from the Tory Govern- 
ment, and at the close they gave three cheers for the 

Queen, as enthusiastic as any cheers she ever heard given in 
this country. There was hostile feeling against the landlords 
generally as a class, but only, and that must be, a bitterness 
against the cruel landlord, and she did not know if one-half 
happened in England of what happened in Ireland 
under this class of landlords, what would be 
the feeling of Englishmen. Ireland’ as a _ nation 
had done under her sufferings simply what individuals 
would do. She had lived in Ireland from 1870 until 1875, 

and could form some opinion of the people and their great 


sufferings. They were brave, and ah! strengthened ind 
made more brave by their trials, and though more determined 
tuey were more calm than they used to be. They now said 
it was in the hands of the Liberal party to open up to them 
a new era in the national existence, to raise them up to 
treat them as equals, and friends, and brothers, and give 
them in the future hope in proportion to their misery in the 
. This was a duty land could well perform. Let 
the electors of Peterborough, therefore, on Monday next 
give their vote with this end in view, to 
CLEAR THEIR CONSCIENCES. 
at least, of any participation in such bad management and 
such cruelty as now prevailed in their sister country. 
During the afternoon a well attended meeting of ladies 
was held at the Drill Hall, Mr. T. Coote (ex-Member for 
South Hunts) presiding. Among the ladies present on the 
latform were Lady Sandhurst, Mrs. Byles (Bradford), Mrs. 


orton, Mrs. Keeble, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Ca’ » Mrs. 
Beech, Miss Plant, Miss Fox, and Miss Pickworth (Sreiins 
Alderman Nichols, Councillor Adnitt, Councillor Herbert, 
Mr. Keeble, and several other gentlemen were also present. 

Mrs. Byles, in the course of an excellent address, dwelt 
on the necessity for the organization of women workers. 
At Stockton, she said, Sir Horace Davey went down, and 
at a week’s notice carried the election by a majority of over 
300. He attributed his victory largely to the women of 
Stockton. The election was on a Friday, and on the 
previous Monday they held a women’s meeting for the first 
time in Stockton. They were afraid that the Liberal 
women would hold aloof, thinking that the work was to be 
conducted on the same lines as the Primrose League, but 
the room was packed to suffocation. ‘They then a 
short Coercion Act for the week, and the women did their 
work nobly. One piece of work was handed to them 
entirely, and that was hunting up the removals, of which 
there were between 5600 and 600. <A very large 
proportion of these were polled. If the women 
of Stockton could do this, so could the women of 
Peterborough. ‘There was canvassing—canvassing of 
the right sort, not blanket canvassing. There were many 
who were ready and willing to listen to the truth, and they 
would listen to it as readily from the gentle lips of woman as 
from a man. Sidney Smith had said that a man who had 
unalterable opinions was an unalterable fool. There would 
doubtless be some of this sort, but they could convert many 
who were on the border-land of Liberalism and had not 
yet entered the promised land. Mr. Purvis had at his 
back the Fitzwilliam influence, which was strong—perhaps 
deservedly strong. She believed that in Ireland the 
Fitzwilliams were landlords, but in this case 
she did not care whether they were good or bad 
because they were on the side of the bad landlords, and 
on the side of the Government that backed up the bad 
landlords. The Liberals should stick to their principles and 
act according to the justice of the case. Mr. Morton was 
an entire stranger to her, but she was as anxious that he 
should go in as if he were Mr. Gladstone himself, because 
he represented the cause to which she devoted all her 
energies and which had all her best hopes. She had reatl 
some remarkable speeches, one by Mrs. Bailey, a Tipperary 
landowner. When she (the speaker) was in Ireland she 
made it her duty to see not only the tenants, but also the 
landlords, and she could say that some of the Tipperary land- 
lords thoroughly deserved all the boycotting they got. 
Possibly boycotting might be wrongly applied, and if 
it was so in Mrs, Bailey’s case she was very sorry. More 
cant and nonsense was talked about boycotting than about 
anything else. It was as old as humanity itself. It was 
the joint expression of a healthy sentiment, and she hoped 
the day would never come when men would admit into 
their circles those whose lives deserved condemnation. None 
suffered more in Ireland than the wives and the children, 
and their unanimity in the fight for liberty was remarkable. 
She remembered Mr. Healy saying that the Fenian move 
ment was doomed to failure because when the men went out 
to midnight drill the women shook their heads. But now 
the women and children co-operated in the work, and it was 
necessary that they should do so, for at times when the im- 
potent and inefficient police were being eluded and proclaimed 
meetings held, the children could get many a shilling by 
giving information. Mr. T. W. Russell said that Ireland 
was contented and prosperous under Mr. Balfour’s rule, but 
the credit of that was not due to Mr. Balfour. The Irish 
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people were looking to England and were waiting patiently 
and hopefully. They had their eyes fixed on Peterborough, 
and it was to the message that Peterborough would send on 
Monday that they were looking with longing hearts. She 
well remembered the reception of the news of the Ayr 
victory at a small Irish village where she was staying—what 
rejoicings there were, and how bonfires were lighted on 
every hill. They would repeat that message of peace and 
love, but it entirely depended upon the individual eftorts of 
workers. It was no good having in an army noble, good, 
and devoted generals unless every private was willing to do 
his share. 

Lady Sandhurst also spoke, dealing mainly with the 
position of women in politics. She thought it most important 
that women should be educated in politics, for with them 
rested the bringing up of their children. She did not, 
however, wish women to give up home duties. There were 
about three million more women than men, and it was a 
matter of arithmetic that they could not all have domestic 
occupations. What better thing was there for a woman 
than to devote her mind to training the brain of the 
country? There was an old anc long-standing prejudice 
against women taking part in these things. While she 
was assisting Captain Verney in North Bucks the 
Tories said she was lowering herself, but she could 
not see how anyone could lower themselves by helping to 
raise other people. A woman should have a refining 
influence in politics, and should elevate all classes from the 
lowest (she preferred to call them the poorest) to the highest 
—for they could find in the highest classes sometimes a want 
of refinement in politics. When she went canvassing she 
never asked a man seriously for whom he was going to vote. 
She considered that no one had a right to ask such a question, 
but if a voter cared to tell her there was no harm in 
listening. By doing this they would keep in harmony with 
the spirit of the Ballot Act. She had been through an 
election of her own, and had won in a district which now 


- returned a Conservative, but experienced nothing in that 


election that she could regret. If a woman remembered 
her own dignity no one else would forget it. Women should 
read. She wished they could get some simple history of 


-Ireland. The study of the history of Ireland was forbidden 


in Irish schools. She had lived in Poland, and nothing 
struck her more than the remarkable resemblance between 
the Government of Poland and that of Ireland. In Poland, 
too, the study of the history of the country was not per- 
mitted in the schools. | She was anxious to see Home Rule 
for Ireland’s sake. She was also anxious to see it for 
England’s sake, to wipe off the disgrace and have a settle- 
ment of the question. 

After Mr. Keeble had spoken, 

Mr. Morton proposed a vote of thanks to Lady Sandhurst, 
Mrs. Byles, and Miss Pickworth for their kindness in 
coming to their assistance at Peterborough. 

Councillor Herbert seconded. 

Lady Sandhurst, returning thanks, remarked that there 
was one point she would like to mention. The Women’s 
Liberal Federation were determined to keep their work 
absolutely distinct from that of the Primrose League, and 
to confine their efforts to elevating and putting a right 
spirit into politics. 


DARLINGTON CONFERENCE. 

A CONFERENCE of the officers of the Women’s Liberal 
Associations in Yorkshire, Durham, and Northumberland 
will be held in Darlington on Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 1889. 

Delegates: The officers of each Association, President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. In case of either being prevented, 
a substitute thoroughly conversant with the business of the 
Association may be elected. There will be a short morning 
sitting with an interval for luncheon, the conference to con- 
clude about five o’clock. The Darlington Women’s Liberal 
Committee intend to arrange a public meeting in the 
evening, to which all delegates who like to stay for it are 
cordially invited. To these hospitality will be offered. It 
is requested that intimation of the number, and if possible 
the names of the delegates from each Association, together 
with the subjects they propose to introduce at the Conference, 
may be sent to Miss Clara Lucas, Ashgrove, Darlington. 
not later than October 15th. 

The time allowed for each paper or address not to exceed 


ten minutes. 
Further iculars as to time, éc., place of meeting, will 
be sent to the Secretaries. 


ABOUT BOOKS. 


Mr. Guapstove has written an article in the Vi 
Century on Marie Bush Kisstiff, a young Toesian eagt 
musician, singer, and sculptor. She died at the age of twenty- 
three, worn out by her feverish energy. 

Mrs. JaNE WELSH CaRLYLE's early letters are published 
by Messrs. Sonnenschein and Co. 

Miss Amy Levy's poems will be published by Mr. Fisher 
Unwin in his Cameo series. The illustrations are by Mr. 
Bernard Partridge. Mr. Joseph Pennell designs the title 


i Wituiams has been made editor of the Women’s World 
in the place of Mr. Oscar Wilde. It seems strange that no 
woman possesses sufficient ability to edit her own world. 

Messrs. Kecan Pau, TRENCH AND Co. publish “A 
Summer in a Dutch Country House,” by Mr. Arthur 
Traherne. 

Messrs. GrorcE Bet will shortly publish the early days 
of Frances Burney (Madame agen = two volumes, 
edited from the original MSS. by Annie Renie Ellis. 

Miss Mary Bateman, Cambridge, is preparing a new 
emai of Mandevilles Travels for the Early English Text 

iety. 

Lire and Letters of Charlotte Elizabeth, Princess 
Palatine, and history of Philippe d'Orleans, Regent of 
France, 1652-1722 (Chapman and Hall). 

THE name of the Dark Woman, whose cruelty over- 
shadowed Shakespeare’s life, has been discovered. She was 
Miss Mary Fitton, one of Queen Elizabeth’s maids of 
honour. 

Miss KarwarinE Bares has lately written an interesting 
account of Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. 


FRAUENBERUF 
[Eprrep sy Frau T. Kerrier.] 


Tus agreeable little German fortnightly magazine in paper 
cover is of convenient size, but rather small print. As will 
be gathered from the name it is chiefly written for and 
about women. It is cheap, but not nasty, costing 1s. 6d. a 
quarter, or 3d. a volume, and the volume we have before us 
with its six articles is certainly a good three-pennyworth. 

There is a pleasant little love story called “Erika,” a 
gruesome romance of the Castle of Einéd, in Austria. 

Dr. Ad. Kohut gives us a short account of the Emperor 
Joseph II., of Austria’s behaviour towards women in 
general. In one instance the wife of one of his courtiers 
rushed to him in violent anger against her husband. “My 
child,” said the Emperor, “ what you married people quarrel 
about is no business of mine.” Unable to have him by her 
own wrongs, the lady screamed out that her husband vilified 
him, the Emperor. “ My child,” said the Emperor, “ what 
my servants quarrel about with me is no business of yours.” 

H. J. Grosz Von Troelkan continues his life of George 
Eliot, but it seems strange to us that he should use the word 
Dichterin (Poetess) instead of Schrifitellerin (Writer). We 
in England regard her more as the novel writer than the 

et. 
ee Briefe aus der Souwelt,” by Anna Morsh, is a musical 
article descriptive and pleasant, chiefly about Beethoven. 

“Haiisliche Briefe,” or ‘‘Homely Letters,” by E. H., 
would benefit any English girl. They are the nicest reading 
in the volume. 


Tue latest novelty in automatic machines is, it appears, 
one for which a Dutch apothecary has just taken out a 
patent. It is constructed in the form of a man, and the 
interior is fitted with compartments, each duly labelled 
outside. These labels bear severally the names of all, or at 
least a fair proportion of, the ailments which afflict humanity. 
On introducing a piece of money into the compartment 
which represents your special complaint a pill or powder is 
thrust forth, which, of course, you have only to swallow in 
order to obtain complete surcease from pain. After this, 
who will care to consult a doctor? The only point not quite 
clear is, how one is to make sure of the precise nature of the 
illness from which one is suffering. But that, after all, is a 
minor detail. If the first ee should not succeed try 
another. It is always good for business. 

Tue Aberdeen Town Council have resolved to confer 
the freedom of the city upon Mr. W. A. Hunter, M.P., who 
is a townsman as well as Member for the city, in recognition 
of his efforts to secure free education for Scotland. 
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ASSOCIATION MEETINGS. 
To THe Eprror or “THe Women’s Gazette.” 

Dear Madam,—Now that the winter is approaching, it is 
Senn enn Dew we can: keep up the interest eee 
ordinary meetings. At large public meetings, with 
speakers, there is no lack of sition, but Associations 
cannot live entirely on large public meetings. I venture to 
give our experience in the hope that it may be useful to 
other Associations. We endeavour to hold a monthly 
meeting in each of five Wards of the town, and it is often a 
problem how to keep these going, so as to be both useful and 
interesti Some of the Wards are more enterprising than 
others. For instance one Ward arranged coffee suppers, at 
which music, together with political addresses, formed the 

gramme. Another held a successful concert, and from 
both these undertakings the Association has benefitted 
financially. Of course we are always glad to take 
the opportunity of any Liberal visitor to our town. 
We have also been kindly helped by addresses 
from local gentlemen. When possible we like to have 
papers and addresses of an educational character For 
instance, one of our members (Mrs. eric beeey prepared 
three or four papers on Mr. Heaton’s “Three Reforms.” 
These papers have been most useful and interesting, and we 
found that they were greatly enjoyed by our women of all 
classes. Mrs. Hare has most generously read these papers 
at meetings in different Wards, and they have always been 
appreciated. Sometime ago one of the Wards met three or 
four times to read and discuss Dicey’s Case Against Home 
Rule, and we did not lose any Home Rule members thereby! 
We have, of course, frequently had parts of the History of 
Ireland recounted. 

It is difficult to imagine the Students of History advo- 
cating the principles of Conservatism, and it is most 
important that our members should become conversant with 
English and Irish History. 

Surely if anything will arouse enthusiasm in the Liberal 
cause it will be the remembrance of the struggles of the 
Reformers (the Liberals) of other days, and of the opposi- 
tion they always meet from the Conservatives and Tories 
of their day. 


Darlington. 


To THe Eprror or “THE WomMEn’s GAZETTE.” 


Dear Madam,—The opening lecture of the Stalybridge 
and Dukinfield Women’s Liberal Association was delivered 
by Mr. Sydney Morris (lecturer to the National Reform 
Union), on Tuesday evening, October Ist, in the Liberal 
Club. The chair was taken by J. P. Cheetham, Esq. The 
subject of the lecture was ‘‘ What is to be done with Church 
Lords Land, and how can women help to do it.” 

On the 22nd of October, Walter McLaren, Esq., M.P., 
has consented to address a meeting on the Suffrage question, 
under the auspices of the Association. 

In addition to lectures and meetings during the coming 
winter, the Committee hopes by means of social meetings 
once a month to bring the members together more frequently. 
It is not intended that those meetings, however, should 
degenerate into mere tea parties and entertainments, but at 
each some political or social topic of interest at the moment 
shall be introduced. 


Yours truly, 
Ciara C. Lucas. 


Faithfully yours, 
Epita SuMMERs, 
Hon. Sec. 


Sir CHARLES RussELL was present as a spectator at the 
demonstration in honour of Mr. Conybeare on Saturday 
evening. Sir Charles has been on the Continent for more 
than a month enjoying a holiday. 

Mr. Guiapstone has had a correspondence with Mr. 
Evelyn Hubbard, the Conservative candidate for North 
Bucks, on certain features of the contest. Referring to his 
withdrawal of the 24th clause of the Hcme Rule Kill, he 
declares that the Singleton Abbey speech is “ perfectly un- 

uivocal” upon the question of the retention of the Irish 

embers, and that he thought the fact was notorious. In 
logising for certain sharp words which hehad applied to 
Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Gladstone refers toa leaflet “ about the 
so-called Hawarden evictions,” which was being circulated in 
his interest. Mr. Hubbard disapproves of the leaflet, of 
which he declares he has no knowledge. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
OrFicE: 23, Queen ANNE’s Gare, 8.W. 
CAMBRIDGE.—The annual business meeting was held 


-on Thursday, October 3rd, when the reports of the Treasurer 


and Secretary were read and adopted, officers elected for the 
forthcoming year, and various alterations:made in the Rules. 
The most interesting feature of the evening was the pre- 
sentation to the President (Mrs. Bateson) of an exquisitely 
beautiful caper of roses and violets, arranged to represent 
the Liberal colours for the borough, interspersed with sprays 
of shamrock and daintily tied with streamers of emerald 
green ribbon. The Association had long felt its indebted- 
ness to Mrs. Bateson for her devotion and zeal in the causé 
of Liberalism, and especially in her work both in and for 
lreland, and the difficulty was to repress the magnitude of 
the contributions which poured in when the idea of a pre- 
sentation became known. Therefore, in addition to the 
bouquet, a more substantial offering was chosen in the form 
of a set of candlesticks for the dinner table in wrought iron 
and Venetian glass, with a flower-basket to match. Mrs. 
Lawrence, in an eloquent address on behalf of the Associa- 
tion, presented the gifts to the President, who was 
overwhelmed with surprise. Mrs. Bateson, in thanking the 
members of the Association for such a proof of their affec- 
tion, took the opportunity of recounting briefly her recent 
experiences in Ireland with the Home Rule deputation. 

On Thursday, October 10th, the first of the winter series 
of ‘“ Friendlies” began, on which occasion Mrs. Bateson 
delivered an address on “ Taxation.” 


CROYDON.—The members of the Women’s Liberal 
Association in the South Ward of this town were invited 
on September 27th to a Drawing-room Meeting at Croham 
House, the residence of E. W. Grimwade, Esq. Mrs. R. J. 
Leeds presided. 125 women were present. <A very able 
and interesting paper on the “ Poverty of the Poor” was 
read by Mrs. Grimwade, who deplored the present low rate 
of wages which prevails in general throughout the country, 
producing poverty which cannot be risen above even by 
many of the most frugal. A man with a wife and sx 
children, earning 20s. a week, cannot provide the family 
with the plainest food under 2s. 4d. per day (34d. per head). 
This amounts to 16s. 4d. per week, and leaves but 3s. 8d. 
for clothing, firing, schooling, expense in sickness, &c., &c. 
Such wages are too low to allow of bodily health and vigour, 
not to speak of the mental health, which requires books, 
cheerful surroundings, change of scene, and social intercourse. 
The wealth of the country is still too much condensed, and 
the two extremes of society would be benefitted could this 
vast sum pass through more hands. Whilst some suffer in 
health from living in too much luxury and self-indulgence, 
others are dying from lack of the bare necessaries of 
existence. The conditions of life which preva‘! amongst the 
poor of our large towns are appalling and yet there is some 
comfort in the knowledge that there are so many benevolent 
persons who devote their time and means to the relief of 
these innocent sufferers. Still the crying national disgrace 
and need must be met by a national effort. 

Mrs. Grimwade impressed this point most earnestly upon 
her hearers, stating that the care of the people is the duty 
of the country at large, and not merely of charitable in- 
dividuals. The giving of alms has always failed as a means 
of permanent relief, and can but touch the fringe of the 
evil, without removing its source, if, indeed, it do not 
increase it by supplementing insufficient wages. Volunteer 
work must be connected with official work, which gives 
dignity and influence to individual effort, and every in- 
habitant of the land who lives in ease and comfort must be 
made to realize that he too has a responsibility towards 
those who, often from the mere force of their surroundings, 
have no brightness or hope in life. Happily the country is 
now rousing up to the appreciation of the fact that its 
national welfare and vigour depend as much upon the con- 
dition of its vast labouring population as upon that of the 
upper classes, and that whilst there is doubtless need for a 
change in the habits of the poor, there is also equal need 
for a change in the habits of the rich. 

Unsanitary conditions and high rents are being attacked ; 
free libraries, recreation grounds, public baths, and better 
dwellings are provided, and societies are formed to reclaim 
the drunkard and raise the fallen. Still we must have 


more organization. School Boards, County Councils, and 
Boards of Guardians must be endued with greater powers, 
and the property qualification for the latter office must be 
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lessened, that respectable and large-hearted men and women, 
who know and feel the pressing needs of the poorer classes, 
may have their influence extended and increased by virtue 
of their office. 

In all these movements women have a part, and Mrs. 
Grimwade urged upon those present the duty and privilege 
of having a share in these much-needed social reforms, and 
the importance of entering heartily into the work of the 
Women’s Liberal Association, which, by its efficient organi- 
zation, aids so materially to the efforts of each member. 

Miss Lupton then followed with an animated speech, in 
which she supported the abolition of the property qualifica- 
tion for members of the Boards of Guardians, and stated, 
from her own observation, many of the evils resulting from 
indiscriminate charity. Mrs. Fraser next, addressed the 
meeting, saying that we had too long been contented with 
occasional efforts to ameliorate the condition of the working- 
classes and to relieve their poverty, instead of honestly 
seeking and boldly attacking its cause. Miss Grover (the 
Secretary of the Association) supported these remarks with 
her accustomed efficacy, and advocated a more direct 
taxation. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the 
President, which was proposed by Mrs. Dart, and seconded 
by Mrs. Jeffery. 

LIVERPOOL.—The first meeting of the season will be 
held in the Young Men’s Temperance Hall, Hardman 
Street, on Tuesday, October 15th, at 3 p.m. Mrs. Wintring- 
ham, who is attending the Conference of the British Women’s 
Temperance Society in Liverpool, -will give an address on 
‘“‘ Temperance.” 

DLETON.—On Thursday, October 3rd, a public 
meeting was held in the Co-operative Hall. There was a 
large attendance. The chair was occupied by Mr. James 
Schofield (of Littleborough), and he was supported by Mrs. 
Byles (Bradford), Mrs. Schofield (Littleborough), Mrs. 
Atkinson (Liverpool), Mrs. Howes (Rochdale), Mrs. R. 
Hilton, Mrs. Royse, Mrs. Brown, Miss Mills, Mrs. P. 
Ashworth, and a number of ladies from Rochdale. 

The Chairman said he considered that the position in 
which the Liberal ladies had put him that night was a very 
great compliment. The Association under whose auspices 
they were met was second to none in the energy and sub- 
stantial support which they gave to the Liberal cause in the 
Middleton Division. They had established an Association at 
Littleborough and worked with good effect, for he was told 
of a substantial bale of goods which was being sent to the 
Clanricarde estate to help the people who had been evicted 
out of their homes and whose children required clothing. 
In his district the ladies gave them substantial help in the 
way of money for registration and other p 
and the same thing he believed was done in Middleton 
last year. Therefore they could not allow an occasion 
like that to pass without conveying to the ladies 
their best thanks. Leaving the matter of Ireland to be 
dealt with by Mrs. Byles, who had studied the question on 
the spot, they had lots of legislation in England to go in for 
when the Liberal in came into power. He could 
not say how soon that would be, but his impression was that 
it would be when the Tories could hold it no longer. Some 
people said, “You have nothing to go in for; let things be 
as they are.” An eminent Member now returned for Bir- 
mingham had made that remark in Rochdale. But there 
was a great number of crying evils existing. Just now was 
the time for registration, and he thought they would all feel 
that because a man moved out of one house into another he 
ought not to lose his vote. Another thing, a man ought 
not to be put on the register or thrown off at the whim of 
contending parties. He quite agreed with Mr. John 
Morley—the first eminent statesman who had dealt with 
this question—and that is that they should have an official 
to put everybody on the list who ought to be there, and 
keep everybody off who ought not to beon. Another thing, 
they ought to have registration twice a year, because a man 
could be kept out of his vote for twelve of the eighteen 
months under the present law. Then they must go in for 
shorter Parliaments, about which they would all be agreed, 
because a Parliament that got in for seven years was in a 
position for doing a great deal of damage and impeding a 
great deal of good legislation. 

Mrs. Byles, who was enthusiastically received, com- 
peed the Association on being the first, as far as she 

heard, to begin the work of the winter session. It 
showed how fully their hearts were in the work, and 


the strength of their devotion to the cause to which 
ar had set their hands. She then Fae Me @ recent visit 
to Ireland. 

Mr. Travis, in moving a vote of thanks to Mrs. Byl 
remarked that he would like to see one of the Prim ries 
dames coming forward to give such an eloquent address as 
they had listened to that evening. 

Mr. Philip Ashworth, in seconding the resolution, said: 
he believed the best thanks the Liberal ladies of Middleton 
could give to Mrs. Byles was to use all their efforts and 

ut forth every endeavour to return Mr Hopwood at the 
fad of the poll at the next election. 

The resolution was cordially agreed to, and Mrs. Byles 
having responded, she left the meeting. 

The Rev. J. Watkins, in an eloquent and witty speech, 
then addressed the meeting, dwelling on the work which the 
Liberal Opposition had done, notwithstanding that they 
were told they were a party without a policy. The action 
in Ireland reminded him very forcibly of a Lancashire saying 
of a man that was “ strong ‘ith’ arm, but weak ‘ith’ head, 
for whilst they were strong at putting men, women and 
children in prison, and otherwise cruelly oppressing the rich 
people, they did nothing for the redress of the grievances 
of the country. Their boasting that Ireland was 
contented, happy, and prosperous under Mr Balfour's 
rule reminded him very forcibly of a story he 
had heard of an Irishman who thought the best way 
to kill a fowl was to chop off its head. Having accomplished 
this fact the fowl jumped about the place, and on his wife 
calling his attention to this fact he said, “‘ Whist, the fowl 
is dead enough, but it doesn’t knowit yet.” So Mr. Balfour 
kept saying the people of Ireland are happy, but the thin 
was they did not eae it. In conclusion, he said he wan’ 
them in the coming winter to stand shoulder to shoulder in 
the great fight. They might depend upon it they were near 
the victory—there was no doubt about that. He could not 
see how any Liberal could have the slightest doubt when he 
saw the splendid confidence and faith of their old chief in 
the cause. It would be a positive shame if a man, upon 
whose shoulders rested the weight of 80 long years, sur- 
passed them in a belief in their t cause, and the 
passionate devotion in which he sought to make it successful, 
and the endeavour to instruct the English people of the 
true state of Irish affairs. 

Mr. Wood then took the chair, and, in proposing avote of 
thanks to Mr. Schofield, said he believed the secret reason 
why that gentleman had been asked to preside that night 
was the good work which his wife was doing in the women’s 
cause at Littleborough. 

Mr. A. Lord seconded the resolution in a speech in which 
he spoke of the great. power which women were able to bring 
to bear upon political work, quoting Mr. R. N. Phillips, who 
had testified to their influence in that very room. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
with acclammation. 

Mr. Schofield replied, and the meeting then terminated. 


OXFORD.—The annual tea and business meeting for 
the election of the officers of this Association took place on 
Thursday evening, October 3rd, in the Liberal Hall. Mrs. 
Birkbeck Hill, one of the Vice-Presidents, took the chair. 
Mrs. Hill urged, with a view to the impending County 
Council Elections, that women should use their votes to 
return the men whom they knew to be the best for the 
post. The Secretary (Mrs. Massie) gave an account of the 
work of the Association during the past year. 

Miss Cooper brought before the meeting the importance 
of carrying on their work in the adjacent villages, at 
present the happy hunting grounds of Primrose Dames. 


SOUTHPORT.—On September 30th the first meeting of 
the present session was held in the Temperance Hall, Mrs. 
Thew presiding. There was a large attendance. 

In opening the proceedings, Mrs. Thew spoke of the work 
of the newly-formed Women’s Liberal Association for the 
Waterloo District, and especially of the public meeti 
recently held. After a most thoughtful speech on the 
of political education, she said she had great pleasure in 
calling upon Miss Ryley to read her rey and as she had 
just been elected a member of the Birkdale School Board, a 
post for which she was peculiarly well fitted, she was 
deserving of their warmest congratulations. 

Miss Ryley thanked the meeting for its co 


tulations, 
and said she should be glad to do what she could to promote 


the education of the children of Birkdale, but particularly 
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the girls. Miss Cheetham was going to give a series of 
addresses to the girls of their schools, commencing with the 
Board School, on behalf of the Girls’ Protection Society, and 
the other members of the Board were exceedingly pleased 
to accept her offer, and said they would be glad if other 
ladies would interest themselves in the children in a similar 
manner. Miss Ryley proceeded to read her report on what 
had taken place since their last meeting. 

Mrs Thew reminded the members that the annual meet- 
ing would take place on the 28th October, and that they 
expected Mrs. M’Laren, their president, Miss Conybeare, 
sister to the imprisoned M.P. of that name, and other 
ladies to take part in the proceedings. 

Mrs Ashington proposed “ That this Association strongly 
urges the National Liberal Federation at its forthcoming 
meeting in Manchester to adopt as planks of the Liberal 
Pp e, Ist, women’s suffrage ; 2nd, the reforming of 
the registration of voters, so as to effectually secure a Par- 
liamentary vote to every qualified man and woman. 

Miss Cheetham seconded the motion, and called attention 
to the fact that at the annual Convention of the Irish 
National League in Manchester, on Saturday, Mr. T. P. 
O’Connor, the president, spoke in warm terms of the assist- 
ance which the ladies could render, and yet when Mrs. 
Macdonald, of London, proposed that ladies’ branches be 
entitled to be represented at local meetings, and to vote 
"pon any questions pertaining to the organisation of their 
district, he asked that the motion should be withdrawn for 
the present to allow him an opportunity of discussing the 
subject with Mr. Parnell, and the motion was withdrawn 
accordingly. 

Mrs. Thew said this matter also affected the wealthier 
classes, for those who went away for the benefit of their 
health, remaining away four months or more, lost their vote, 
although they might have kept on their house or put some 
one in charge of it.—The motion was carried unanimously. 

Miss Constance Wiibbe then read an interesting paper on 
‘The life and times of Charles Stewart Parnell.” 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Miss Wiibbe, and a 
similar compliment having been paid to Mrs. Thew, the 
meeting terminated. 

WANSBECK AND MORPETH.—On Friday, the 
Ath inst., the work of the winter season in connection with 
this recently-formed Association was commenced. A social 
gathering of members was held in the rooms of the Morpeth 
and District Liberal Club, Morpeth. Lady Trevelyan, the 
earnest and energetic President, was present, and presided. 
‘The muster of members was large, and augured well for the 
coming winter. After.tea, Lady Trevelyan, in the course of 
a brief address, said it was very pleasant for the members 
of the Association to meet together in a social manner for a 
few hours from time to time. Their meetings would, she 
doubted not, be very useful and agreeable to them, as well 
as profitable in the end to others. Theirs was not merely 
a political association, but more particularly a 
Women’s political association, and as such one of 
their chief objects was to break through those barriers 
which had hitherto separated them from the political 
life of their own country. She could not overlook 
the fact that the practice of politics was a serious, nay, even 
a stern and rough calling. Until lately men had wished, 
partly she believed from a feeling of chivalry, to keep it to 
themselves. In the past they (the men) had said, 
‘Women must have nothing to do with governing the 
country. It is too rough a business for them. They must 
keep to their home and social life.” However, they might 
congratulate themselves that that was all changing now. 
The Liberal party had turned to them for help in its hour of 
need, and they had responded to the call. And one of the 
very first things they should do to strengthen their posi- 
tion, she thought, was to introduce Liberal politics into 
their home and social life, because they had been told it was 
so especially their own sphere. In that there certainly was 
nothing very alarming. Perhaps some of those present had 
hardly realised how near to them political questions always 
were, and how closely they touched them in their daily life. 
It had possibly seemed to some that an election might be 
a very exciting and interesting event to their husbands, 
fathers, and brothers, but that it need not materially affect 
them. They should, however, remember that in these days 
that could not be said with truth. Elections were only the 
tangible expression of public opinion, and the means by 
which the constitution of the House of Commons was deter- 
mined and the Government made; and there was hardly 


anything in their daily lives which was not in some measure 
affected by the decisions of Parliament. Parliament made 
the laws which determined the relations of parent and child, 
of husband and wife, of employers and employed. It 
settled the great questions of education, of religious equality, 
if temperance, of local government, of the safety of workers 
on mines, of the health and general sanitary condition of 
their towns. Not only that, but the ar taxation 
and trade regulations decided the price their bread, 
their meat, their tea, their sugar, their very clothes, and, 
in a word, all the necessities and luxuries of their life. 
Upon some or all of these questions they had opinions, and 
upon every question which seemed likely in any way to 
affect them they would necessarily form an opinion. There- 
fore, it would add to the happiness and usefulness of their 
lives if they were able to understand them thoroughly and 
discuss them intelligently. These meetings would help them 
to this end. . 

And now to go beyond the limits of their own immediate 
interests. They all understood a great deal about Ireland, 
and were all warmly desirous of doing what they could for 
that unhappy country ; and there was much that lay within 
their power to do. They could encourage its people, by their 
sympathy and goodwill, to wait as patiently and quietly as 
they were able till the people of England, Scotland, and 
Wales had another opportunity of insisting upon justice 
being done to the Irish people. They could help, 
by their influence and the work in that Association, 
to remove the Government which was carrying on and 
intensifying the mistaken policy of governing Ireland as 
they and a portion of the English people thought right, but 
certainly not as the majority of the Irish people think right. 
Many of those present must sometimes think their lot hard 
and toilsome : they had all their troubles and disappointments, 
but would not the thought of their suffering Irish sisters 
make them more patient and contented with that lot ? 
Would not the thought that they might and could help 
those sufferers raise them (the members) above their own 
selfish cares and make them more fit for their daily task, 
and more thankful that Providence had put them in a 
position in which they could be of some help to their suffer- 
ing fellow-creatures ? 

Miss Ellie Nicholson sang “ Love's old sweet song,” after 
which Lady Trevelyan read a printed pamphlet entitled 
“One man, one vote.” A discussion, in which many of the 
members took part, followed the reading, and after a duet 
by Misses E. Nicholson and A. Wilkinson, Mrs. Fryer, 
Cramlington, in a very @ propos speech, moved a vote of 
thanks to Lady Trevelyan for presiding and favouring them 
with so interesting and instructivean address. The motion 
was seconded by Mrs. W. Duncan, Morpeth, and carried by 
acclamation. Another song from Miss Nicholson, and a 
vote of thanks to the performers and Miss Paulin, who 
-acted as accompanist, brought a pleasant afternoon to a close. 

YORK.—The Committee have issued a circular giving 
further arrangements for this year so far as these are com- 
pleted. The arrangements include a lecture on“ Ireland and 
Home Rule,” by Mrs. 8. Bryant, D.Sc., and addresses on the 
same subject by Mr. Swift McNeill, M.P., and (probably) 
Miss Jane Cobden. Also a lecture entitled: “The Effect of 
Public Work on our Character,” by Miss Eliza Orme, LL.B., 
and a lecture on the “Land Question,” with special 
reference to Ground Rents, by Mr. Sydney Morris. The 
Committee hope that a lecture on “ Elementary Education” 
will be supplied by the National Education Association. 
The annual meeting for election of officers and transaction 
of business will be held early in the New Year, and the 
annual tea will probably take place somewhat later in the 
spring. The Committee hope to arrange for it to be 
followed by an entertainment. 


ARBITRATION.—Sir G. Trevelyan, in a letter to the 
Glasgow Arbitration Society, says :—‘ It is a practical 
movement in the highest degree, for the settlement 
of the difficulties between this country and the United 
States by arbitration is probably the most widespreading 
and permanent benefit that any single public act has ever 
conferred on humanity. It is a movement from which no 
evil can result in the estimation of anyone, because even 
tuose who look on war as a blessing to humanity may 
regard arbitration as only the postponement of war till the 
latest. moment, and those who look on war as in itself a vast 
evil, know that when a war is postponed till the moment of 
passion has passed away, in nine cases out of ten no war 
will ever take place.” 
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Resident and Daily Governesses Finishing, Junior, 
Nursery), Visiting Teachers, Companions, Literary Workers, 
Lady Housekeepers, Matrons. 


SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL HOMES RECOMMENDED. 
Mapame Avsert’s Governess List, Post Free 3}p. 


166, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 


concise, and, in 


Essays for Women, 


MARY JANE HALL, M.D. (Bosrox). 
To be obtained at 102, St. Gzonce’s Square, 8. BEgLGRAVIA. 
London: G. Hrt1, 154, Westminster Bridge 
Road, 8.E. 
PRICE 2/6. POST FREE 2/0. 


“In the plainest and most intelligible terms Dr. Hall has set forth 
the facts concerning the structure and tion of women, the causes 
of the troubles that beset them, the dangers to be ed against, and 
the rules of life to be adopted.” — Westminster and 


bitter experience—the manner of treatment is commenda! 
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ASHTON’S 


cco: “GUARANTEED. 


W OXKEYS CROCHET BALLS * 


-OXLEY S SIX CORD: 


GREAT 


COUT 


CURE. 


ASTHMA 
CURE. 


S EVs (OOO-YARO REELS 
@7°GREAT ANCOATS, MANCHESTER: 
: . PILLS. 


ORCHARD'S CURE FOR DEAFNESS, 


less. Has Cured Hundreds. 


ASHTON’S jf 
GREAT "f 


ASHTON’S 
UNIVERS ALi 


~ ASHTON’S 
CURATIVE SALVE, 's>°%a 


WHOLESALE AGENTS: 
Messrs. WILLIAM EDWARDS & SON, 


THE remedy that will effectually 
cure Gout, Lumbago, Sciatica, 
Rheumatic Gout, Tic Doloreux, 
and afl pains in the joints, head, 
face, &c. It will cure any ordinary 
case in one day ; it gives relief in 


ABD) two hours. 
R H EU MAT IC _ pices oe aie see 


The Best Medicine in the world 
aaa. Bronchitis, der 
a bottce, net 


18, t%d., 2. 24> 
direct a See Seopriston, jon 
e UJ 
Warner, 72 on Chancery 
Lane, London, wc.” 


The vital spark of life, and great 
blond puri. Price ss. 144. 
an cleanse the system from 


purities, and thoroughly 
renovate the human frame. 


An invaluable remedy for Burns, 
Cuts, Ulcerated Joints, Abscesses 
or Breasts, every 

kind of disease. Price 


and 2s. 9d. 


1s. 134 por Bottle, Free by Post for 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, 
ANY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE 


+ SALISBURY. 
I? TO ORDER. 


Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
MAY ROBERTS & Co, Clerkenwell Road, EC 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W. 
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